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Meeting conducted by Kathy Kirkpatrick  

Joshua Perlman introduced the speaker: Janette Silverman. 

Dr. Janette Silverman, has been active in genealogical research for over three decades.  She is a 
Senior Genealogist and Research Team Manager at AncestryProGenealogists® the division 
of Ancestry.com that does private client research. Her research specialties include Eastern 
European, Jewish and holocaust era research.  She has travelled extensively in Eastern Europe, 
doing research in archives onsite in Poland, Lithuania, Ukraine, Romania and Moldova, and 

taken clients on personalized tours of their ancestral towns. Her research and travel has taken 
her to other parts of Europe and Israel.  She is a Frequent speaker at IAJGS and will be speaking 
in September at the FEEFS conference. 

The presentation for this meeting was “In the Aftermath”. After World War II, refugees all over 

Europe lived in Displaced Persons Camps, sometimes for years. Some who wanted to leave 

Europe were permitted to relocate fairly quickly, for many, the journey away from continental 

Europe was arduous. Janette discussed how to find information about refugees arriving in the 

United States and track them into records to find out what happened to them during the war. 

Some of the documentation will reveal parents’ names & birthplaces. As an example of what can 

be found, we’ll look at a case study of a specific family’s journey. Although the family we will look 

at ultimately arrived in the U.S., their journey could have taken them anywhere. 

Questions were asked after the presentation. 

In Attendance: Kathy Kirkpatrick, Joshua Perlman, Banai Feldstein, Gary Bowen, Janette 

Silverman,  Milan Pohontsch, Paula Paradise, Jack Paradise, Carole Montello, Karen 

Baranowski, Selene Scherr and Rosalie Kornblau 

Meeting adjourned at 8 pm 

 

 

 


