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Finding the Names on Hebrew Gravestones

The Basics

e Hebrew is read from right to left.

e Hebrew is written without vowels and other marks which differentiate certain letters.

e There are a few letters that sound the same, therefore, they are interchangeable in the
spelling of names.

Anatomy of a Hebrew Gravestone

Po Nikbar (Here Lies)
i

Hebrew name: patronymic

Hebrew surname
(rare on stones containing English)

Hebrew date

“May his soul be bound up in the bond of eternal
life.” (Essentially, rest in peace.)
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These are the most common elements found on
Hebrew gravestones. Some stones may have
more in Hebrew and some will have less.




How to Find the Names
In Hebrew, the patronymic includes “son of” or “daughter of” between the person and his/her

father's name. Find this and you will find the names.

Ben, Bar, Bat
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Rev: means Mister, not Rabbi
'

1

Ben Rev, Bat Rev, abbreviated

Rl

The name before (on the right, remember, Hebrew is read right to left) the “ben rev” and the
“bat rev” is the person’s name, and the name after (on the left) is the father’'s name.

In this case, Bessie is Batyah bat Yaakov and Benjamin is Benyamin ben Moshe. The “rev” is
not usually used when the name is spoken (at least not for the living) and it may not always be
written on the gravestone.



The hardest part about reading the Hebrew names will be reading the alphabet.

Silent letters are used where vowels are needed. Each letter can only have one vowel, so if
two are needed in a row (like in Yisrael, where A and E are each pronounced in the Hebrew
name), or the name begins with a vowel, then one of the silent letters “holds” the vowel.

Other tricky letters include the Bet/Vet and Pay/Fay, among others, where a dot inside the

letter differentiates which letter it sounds like, B or V and P or F. The gravestones will almost
never show the dots or the vowels.

The Hebrew Alphabet

Hebrew Letter Sound Hebrew Letter Sound
Aleph N | Silent Mem Sofit QM
Bet/Vet 0| BV Nun B N
Gimel 2 |G Nun Sofit " N
Daled 7 | D Samekh O |S
Hay 0 | H Ayin Y | Silent
Vav )| V,0, U Pay/Fay 5 | PF
Zayin T z Pay/Fay Sofit l‘] P, F
Khet 7 | Kh Tzadik X | Tz
Tet VIT Tzadik Sofit V Tz
Yud Y|y Qoph (Kuf) |7 K
Kaf/Khaf D | K, Kh Resh N |R
Kaf/Khaf Sofit | 7 | K, Kh Shin i | sh
Lamed 5 L Sin wls
Mem " | M Tov DTG




Some Common Hebrew Names

In no particular order...

Male Names

Avraham

Yitzhak

Yaakov

Yosef

David

Yisrael

Shmoel

Chaim

Moshe

Mordechai

Shalom

Tzvi Hersh
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Female Names

Sarah
Rachel
Leah
Feiga
Malka
Esther
Chaya
Chana
Chava
(two spelling variations)
Miriam

Rivka
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Other Things to Watch For

After the father’'s name, there may be additional information. It may say HaCohen or HaLeuvi,
indicating one of the tribes of Israel. This is not part of the name.

HaCohen
iaeh

HaLevi

bk

Some stones can list the names of both parents. This is indicated by the letter vav, which
means “and”.
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Alta bat Tzvi viBracha, : : : B «

meaning : ‘1:1 ﬂ ’33 n: Rbbﬂ
3 w0 SN -

Alta the daughter of Sk — ;

Tzvi and Bracha. -‘ :v x J ﬂ |

Be careful though, because some Hebrew names may begin with that letter. The most
common I've seen is the name Volf:

AR



But if you're really lucky, and all the Hebrew on these stones doesn't scare you away, you
might find two stones like these. These two are the only examples I've ever seen so far with
these particular features.

These two stones are in a cemetery section that does not allow English, so the stones are
entirely in Hebrew. There are some
extra bits in between the names. =

Bluma

niaipi)

daughter of
Mordechai Markovits
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and Henya

een -

I've only seen it this once, but not
only does it give both of her parents’ 5=
names, it also gives her father’s I
surname, thus her maiden name. '

The bottom part says Friedman, her
married name.
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bt e R b ermers o EE Another favorite stone of mine is this one
b 1 - 7 L e otk * belonging to Herman (Tzvi) Rosenthal,
son of David Alter.

The best part is at the bottom. While |
| can't translate every word of it, | can read
the names where it says:

David Alter ben Nasanel
and
Esther Malka bat Shalom.

The bottom line includes the word
Auschwitz. Because they have no
gravesite, Herman'’s stone stands as a
memorial to his parents, which means
that his stone lists the names of both of
his grandfathers.




